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patam to Tuticorin, the most important centre being Masuli-
patam.
The present distribution of the cotton industry shows a
very close resemblance to the old. Western India and the
M.P. have again come to be the most important cotton textile
producing region, but the emphasis from Surat, Broach and
JBurhanpur has now shifted to Bombay, Ahmedabad and Nag-
pur. Southern India is also showing signs of regaining its old
importance, but the centres of production have shifted from
jthe coastal region around Masulipatam to the Southern
jMaratha country and the districts of Coimbatore, Madura and
JTinnevelly. In the plains of the Indus and the Ganges, the
manufacture of cotton textiles has been started in quite a
large number of towns. But the place of Lahore, Agra, Luck-
'now, Benares, Patna, and Dacca, as important centres of pro-
duction in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries is occu-
pied today by Amritsar, Delhi, Cawnpore, and Calcutta. The
productive capacity of this region is yet small in comparison
with its resources and the extent of demand, and the economic
forces have yet to assert themselves to restore the region to
;$iry thing like its former glory.
; In spite of the similarity of the regional distribution of the
{industry in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, on the
-one hand, and at the present time, on the other, there are im~
jportant locational differences inside the regions themselves,
iThese differences have been brought about by the changes
an the character of markets, and the transport relations. Dur-
jing the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries the export trade
p textiles was very important and, therefore, the manufac-
jture of the cotton fabrics was attracted towards the towns
situated near the sea-coast in the vicinity of good ports; and
jthe important textile centres of Gujerat, the Coromandal coast
jand Bengal were located near or on the sea-coast. Goods
from Lahore, Delhi and Agra were taken to Surat and Ah-
me4abad in wagons and oix pack animals, but beyond Agra
uj> to the Bay of Bengal the river Ganges along with its tri-
butaries was the main highway. Burhanpur was a great cen-
tral mart between Malwa and the Deccan, and Benares and
Patna were the important cloth marts of Eastern India, Surat,
Hooghly, Dacca, Kassimbazar, Pipli, Balasore and Masuli-